Betty Ellen Byrd

September 6, 1927 - December 5, 2016

Betty Ellen Byrd, passed away on Monday, December 5, 2016, at the age of
89, at Central Washington Hospital in Wenatchee, WA, with family by her side.
Betty, along with her twin brother, “Buzz”, were born on Sept. 6, 1927, near
Crescent, OK, to Burton and Lois (Knapp) Michael. The family moved to
Manette, WA in 1936, then to Belfair, and on to Wenatchee, WA, in 1942.
Betty graduated from Wenatchee High School in 1945. Following high school,
Betty had several jobs. She cashiered at the Vitaphone Theater, packed fruit,
worked for RACC (a loaning agency for local apple growers), followed by
Growers Credit Corp., and lastly, a PBX operator, typist, and then cashier at
the local power company, Puget Sound Power and Light. After her children
were grown, she worked seasonally at Liberty Orchards for a few years and
enjoyed working at YWCA estate sales.

Betty met the love of her life, Gene, after he returned from the service. They
loved to go dance the jitterbug. They were married on April 27, 1951, and had
65 wonderful years together. Their home was on the ranch in Sunnyslope
where Gene’s family had an apple orchard and eventually they bought the
orchard from Gene’s parents. Betty was involved with helping with the orchard
and her passion-being a stay-at-home- Mom. She loved being a Mom and
was the best Mom in the world to her children, and also a wonderful
Grandmother. She was her oldest two grandchildren’s “daycare” which was
probably the most rewarding “job” that she had. She loved her family with all
her heart. She loved going out for meals with family and friends. She was a



great “listener”, always there for anyone who had a problem or just wanting to
talk. She had the most loving and giving heart of anyone. She always put
others before herself.

She also loved having pets-dogs, cats, ducks, chickens.

She grew beautiful flowers and took pride in her flower beds. She grew
peonies that she would cut and take to the cemetery to relatives and friends
who had passed away. She was just a beautiful person, inside and out!

Betty is survived by her husband, Gene, at home; one son, Greg Byrd, (Becki)
Wenatchee, WA; one daughter, Cheryl Mounter (Hank) Peshastin, WA; 5
grandchildren, Jon Mounter (Laura) Wenatchee; Elizabeth Miller (Brandon)
Wenatchee; Mitchell Mounter, Peshastin, WA; Ashley Byrd, Wenatchee;
Damon Byrd, Wenatchee; two great-grandchildren, Madison Wright (Jon &
Laura Mounter); Brysen Miller (Elizabeth & Brandon Miller); one sister, Patsy
Brown (Robert) Wenatchee; three brothers, Burton Michael (Marion),
Lynwood, WA; Gary Michael, Wenatchee; John (Jan) Michael, Wenatchee.
Betty was preceded in death by one sister, Mary Ruth Morgan and one
brother, George Michael.

Betty chose cremation and her ashes will be scattered on the property at a
later date

There will be a celebration of life in the Chapel at Sage Hill Church, 1601 Fifth
Street, Wenatchee, WA, on Monday, December 19, 2016, at 1:00 P.M. Pastor
Martha Lowe-Avila will officiate the ceremony. There will be a reception
afterwards in the Fireside Room. All are welcome to attend and celebrate
Betty’s life. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the charity of your
choice. Please express your thoughts and memories on the online guest book
at jonesjonesbetts.com. Arrangements are by Jones & Jones — Betts Funeral
Home.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Service

DEC 19. 1:00 PM (PT)

Sage Hills Church
1601 Fifth St
Wenatchee, WA 98801



Tribute Wall

Jones & Jones - Betts Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Betty Ellen Byrd

Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - December 13, 2016 at 12:27 PM

Aunt Betty had a great impact on my life ]
starting as a young child, she was always
there with kind words and a loving touch | i
helping Grandma Michael and my other u
Aunts' with all of us grandchildren (five born in

1956) as well as numerous others born right before and after. At
age 18 | talked to her about my joining the Navy and she thought it
was a great idea, so she gave me my first ride down to the
Recruiting Station to get the ball rolling. She also kept in close
contact with me after | retired and moved to Phoenix. She was
always there for me through thick and thin. | totally trusted her and
her loss is too great for words. Terri Jane Michael-Wehrer

Terri Jane Michael-Wehrer - January 03, 2017 at 04:38 PM



Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - December 12, 2016 at 06:52 PM

Sorry for your loss. Chris & Gina (Nichols) Jurgens

Gina Jurgens - December 12, 2016 at 01:40 PM

l#.Katie

Quealey The house was always cool and smelled of Avon products. I liked to
go up to the bathroom to look at the glass perfume containers. She
kept cool wearing caftans. I'm sure she wore other things but when

we came over the mountains, it was summer and that's what she

was comfortable in.

Katie Quealey - December 11, 2016 at 09:38 PM



