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March 13, 1930 - January 12, 2020

Ruth (Elaine) Cunningham 
March 13, 1930 – January 12, 2020 

 Ruth E. Cunningham was born on March 13, 1930 to Rolland W. and Ruth H.
Parsons in Woodford, Wisconsin. She passed away peacefully to her
heavenly home on January 12,2O2O following end stage advanced
Parkinson's disease. She championed this debilitating disease for over 25
years. 

 Elaine was born the second of three children and lived in rural Wisconsin
towns. Her father was her 5th and 6th grade teacher and her high school
principal. He later became her major college professor when he was asked to
teach at Eastern Nazarene College (ENC) and the family moved to Quincy,
Massachusetts. 
She attended ENC and graduated in 1952, receiving a BS in Education. While
attending college, she met her husband, Cloyce C. Cunningham Jr. They were
married on July 28, I95I in Quincy. They had two children, John Edwin and
Ruth Marlea. 
She was a dedicated pastor's wife, mother, and homemaker. She served
alongside her husband for over 40 years. Together they pastored and served
in Nazarene churches from 'Cape Cod to the Cascades' [title of one of her
books], on their ministry journey across the United States. 
Over the years, she used her teaching degree to educate many elementary-
aged children. She earned her Master of Education from the University of St.



Francis in Ft. Wayne, Indiana in 1972. 
From her early years on, Elaine has always loved books. As a young child,
she read over 100 books by the time she was in first grade. Her love for
reading led her into a passion for writing. She was a gifted and talented
author, publishing 14 books, over 100 magazine articles and selections in a
dozen book compilations. She never lost her love for reading. Even in her last
months, you would find her reading The Wenatchee World newspaper,
favorite magazines, and novels written by her favorite authors. 
After her husband retired in Wenatchee, Elaine continued to work as a
program assistant for the CRAAA (Columbia River Area Agency on Aging) for
8 years. Due to her husband's failing health, they moved to Kansas, to live
with son, John, and daughter-in-law, Sandy. After ten years and the death of
her husband in June 2OO7, Elaine returned to Wenatchee to spend her final
years. She had a great capacity to love and care for others as she lived out
her faith, touching countless lives. She will be dearly missed by all and forever
in our hearts. 

 She is survived by her son, John Cunningham (Sandy) of Rockford Ml, and
her daughter, Ruth Leslie (lan) of East Wenatchee WA; grandchildren: Sara
Falk (Joshua), Jessica Craig (Matthew), Jeffrey Smith; step grandchildren:
Glen Leslie (Laurie), Shauna Enos, Kara Bash (John); great grandchildren:
Lincoln and Owen Falk, Kaley, Madison, Mackenzie and Katelyn Craig,
Ashbourne Smith; step great grandchildren: Arielle Enos (Tyler), Jade Enos,
Tristan (Natasha), Grant and Devon Leslie; step great great grandchildren Zoe
Johnston, Jaxton Guiffra, Natalie Leslie; sister-in-law: Harriett Dunning;
numerous nieces and nephews. 

 She was preceded in death by an infant sister, Lois Eileen Parsons; brother,
Ronald John Parsons; parents, Rolland W. and Ruth H. Parsons; husband,
Cloyce C. Cunningham Jr. 

Services postponed until a later date to be announced. 
 



As an expression of sympathy in lieu of flowers, memorials can be given to
JESUS Film Harvest Partners. Checks can be sent to: JFHP, 15055 West
116th St, Olathe KS 66062. Or online at: http://www.jfhp.org/memorialgift. 

 The family wishes to thank the caregivers of Avalon Adult Family Home as
well as CWH Hospice services for their loving support and care for Elaine
during her last days.



Cemetery Details

Wenatchee City Cemetery

1804 N. Western
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Previous Events

Celebration of Life Service

AUG 7. 10:30 AM (PT)

Wenatchee Church of Nazarene
1011 S Miller Street
Wenatchee, WA 98801



Tribute Wall
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Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - July 27, 2021 at 05:22 PM

Jones & Jones - Betts Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Elaine Cunningham

Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - July 27, 2021 at 05:23 PM

43 files added to the album LifeTributes

Glenn Koning - February 01, 2020 at 11:49 AM

I have such fond memories of cousin Elaine and her family visiting
our farm in northern Illinois.Especially her son John who if I recall
wanted to be a farmer when he was little! It was always a summer
treat to have them visit. I also enjoyed reading Elaine's books. I
know she is resting in peace in God's loving care. May John and
Ruth and your families cherish her memory.
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Ruth Leslie - February 03, 2020 at 10:08 PM

Thank you Glenn for your memories and condolences. We are so
blessed with a rich heritage. She will have quite a great reunion with
those who have gone on before us!

Terri McKay - January 30, 2020 at 09:06 PM

Elaine was not only an exceptional program assistant, but a special
friend. It has meant a lot to keep in touch throughout the years. I will
miss her.
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Ruth Leslie - January 31, 2020 at 03:39 PM

Thank you Terri! Your continued thoughtfulness and friendship meant
so much to her!

millie watkins - January 30, 2020 at 03:19 PM

Elaine always showed love and concern for everyone whose life she
touched. Such a kind and grace filled women. Always ready to
support and encourage. She left a fragrance of love where she
went.
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Ruth Leslie - January 30, 2020 at 08:44 PM

Thank you Millie! Beautiful kind words!

Betty Rae Adams - January 30, 2020 at 02:29 AM

Elaine was always pleasant when we working together at Area
Agency on Aging. One of my favorite people!!
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Ruth Leslie - January 30, 2020 at 05:23 PM

Thank you Betty! She enjoyed her work there and the friendships she
made!

Ruth Leslie - January 27, 2020 at 09:37 PM

Ruth Leslie lit a candle in memory of Elaine
Cunningham


