Gearl D. Whiteaker

October 27, 1930 - January 22, 2017

Gearl (Gerri) Dene Whiteaker was born October 27, 1930, in Ozark County,
Arkansas, to Ernest and Agnes (Sherrill) Smart. Mom traveled to Heaven on
Sunday, January 22, 2017, after a sudden health issue.

Mom was born in Arkansas but traveled to the Wenatchee valley during her
early years with her parents and her brother to do seasonal agricultural work.
At the age of 11 she began working with her family for Leo Antles, who owned
Antles Pollen Supplies. Her family finally moved to Wenatchee where she
continued to work each spring picking fruit blossoms to be processed for
pollenating orchards. In the late 1960’s the company sold to four employees;
at which time mom became a co-owner of Antles where she continued to run
the field crews to pick blossoms for processing. Several years ago she sold
her portion of the business, but continued to work with the field crews through
the spring of 2016. She worked for Antles for 75 years. Through all those
years, and by many that new her, she became known as the “Bee Lady”. She
loved doing her job. She was featured in the Good Fruit Gower magazine
many years ago explaining the process of blossom thinning/picking; and was
honored by the new owners for 70 years with the company.

She spent the remaining three seasons of the year packing and sorting
various types of fruits in numerous fruit packing sheds in the valley through
2016. Most of her years were at Washington Fruit Growers and Blue Bird, and
most recently Webber Fruit. She made many lifelong friends in the packing
sheds and in the agricultural industry.



While in Arkansas, she met and married Dale Howard Whiteaker on
November 27, 1948. Within the next 11 years, four children joined the family.
While raising four children, she and Dad made sure we all had what we
needed. The family enjoyed taking annual vacations and periodic road trips to
Arkansas. She loved her grandchildren and great grandchildren and enjoyed
family gatherings, barbeques, shopping trips, and vacations. Oh, and she so
enjoyed having ‘break’ with her friends.

Mom loved her family and her family loved her. She had a heart so big she
would do anything for anyone. She had a wonderful spirit and will be dearly
missed by everyone who knew or met her.

Mom is survived by her husband of 68 years, Dale Whiteaker, Wenatchee; her
four children, Kathy (Scott) Henry and Greg Whiteaker, both of East
Wenatchee; Nancy (Dan) Baker and Bruce Whiteaker, both of Wenatchee.
Three grandchildren, Erin (Devin) Poff, East Wenatchee; Tim (Jeannie) Henry,
Wenatchee; and Levi (Ashley) Baker, Seattle; three great-grandchildren,
Jayce Port, East Wenatchee; Andrew Henry, Wenatchee, and one month old
Westyn James Baker, Seattle.

She was preceded in death by her father, mother, step-father, Earl Jones,
brother E. Junior Smart, and sister-in-law, Mary Smart.

Friends may visit Jones & Jones — Betts Funeral Home, Thursday, January 26
from 4:00 — 7:00 pm. A service will be held on Friday, January 27 at 11:00 am
at Jones & Jones — Betts Funeral Home. Interment will follow at Wenatchee
City Cemetery.

Please express your thoughts and memories at jonesjonesbetts.com.
Arrangements by Jones & Jones — Betts Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

Wenatchee City Cemetery

1804 N. Western
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 26. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (PT)

Jones & Jones ~ Betts Funeral Home
302 9thStreet

Wenatchee, WA 98801

(509) 662-1561
dante@jonesjonesbetts.com

Service

JAN 27. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)

Jones & Jones ~ Betts Funeral Home
302 9thStreet

Wenatchee, WA 98801

(509) 662-1561
dante@jonesjonesbetts.com
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Tribute Wall

My Heart goes out to All of the family & Friends of "The" Mrs.
Whiteaker! Were All going to Miss this, Most Lovely Lady! May God
Enlighten Your Hearts with Happy thoughts and All the Wonderful
Memories, we All Have had with Geri! God Bless us Alll Amen!

darcy klingenberg - January 25, 2017 at 11:47 PM

I met Gerri about 25 yerars ago working at Blue Bird in Wenatchee
so that some of the Wenatchee plant people could take time off.
Skip to about 15 years ago and during the summers | run the
packing shed at Webber's Orchards. Well, Rod Webber, the owner
lets me know that a friend of the family wants to work and keep a
place open for her. | ask for her name and lo and behold it was
Gerri. | was so happy!! Every year she had a certain chair and place
on the line where she would sort cherries and help instill a bit of
work ethic into the young workers. We would catch up on each
others families and news of friends with our not frequent enough
phone calls. We would also have a lunch get to gether at least once
or twice each year to visit and just enjoy each other's company. My
husband would joke and say that one day they needed to have a
date. Gerri would always laugh and say that she needed Dale's
permission, but she wasn't about to ask him. We have a friend with
an apricot orchard and we got buckets of cots for her to make her
fantastic apricot jam. | can only say my life is richer for having her in
it and losing her is like losing the most precious gift imaginable.

Mary Lopez - January 25, 2017 at 08:13 PM



