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KENNETH DEAN (Ken) YANCEY 
 

Kenneth Dean (Ken) Yancey was born September 23, 1933 at Brockwell,
Arkansas. He was the middle child of seven born to Austin T. Yancey and
Essie R (Clark) Yancey. He grew up and helped on the family farm until
moving to Washington State with his family in 1947. His early education was
sporadic because his help was needed on the farm. 

 After moving to the Wenatchee area, Ken attended Sunnyslope Elementary
and Junior High School. He attended Wenatchee High School for a brief time
before beginning to work full time at various jobs. In January of 1953 Ken
began working for ALCOA and was drafted into the United States Army in
November of 1953. After basic training at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas and
additional training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and Fort Bliss Texas, Ken was
assigned to an anti-aircraft battalion at Camp Hanford, Washington (Tri City
Area) where he served as a Classified Documents Courier for the duration of
his military obligation. While stationed at Camp Hanford, his commanding
officer set the stage for Ken to continue his education. 

 After being discharged from the Army, Ken returned to his old job at ALCOA
but things were different. He soon realized he must complete his formal
education in order to realize his full potential. He began attending Wenatchee
Valley Baptist Church. Hazel Minor, a classmate from Junior High School days
was also attending Wenatchee Valley Baptist Church. Ken and Hazel began



dating and during their courtship, Ken began to share his thoughts about
returning to school. Ken and Hazel were married September 28, 1957 in the
Wenatchee Valley Baptist Church. To this union three children were born, a
son David in 1962, a daughter, Kathryn in1967, and a son, Doug in 1969. 

 Hazel was very supportive of Ken returning to school and in March 1958 they
loaded all their “belongings” in a pickup truck and small trailer and moved to
Seattle where Ken enrolled in Edison Technical School in pursuit of his High
School diploma. After high school, Ken enrolled at the University of
Washington. After attending the University of Washington for a period of time,
he decided to enter the field of education at Central Washington College of
Education. He received his BA in Education from Central in 1966. After
receiving his BA, Ken taught sixth grade at Columbia Elementary School in
Wenatchee until 1971. During those five years of teaching, Ken continued to
work on his Masters Degree in Educational Administration, his fifth college
year (a requirement) and Elementary Principal Credential. At the end of four
summers of summer school Ken was awarded his Masters Degree and
Elementary Principal Credential along with the completion of his fifth year. 

 In 1971 Ken was hired as an Elementary Principal in Moses Lake School
District. This was Ken’s first Principal Assignment. He served in Moses Lake
as a principal for twenty-three years. During his tenure in Moses Lake Ken
served as principal in four different buildings. Also, during this time he served
as Regional Director for the Elementary School Principal’s Association of
Washington (ESPAW) representing the Columbia Basin Region. Ken also
served one term as East Side Vice President for ESPAW. 

 Ken enjoyed camping with family and playing golf with his brother and friends.
He also loved working with his computer. After a trip to Arkansas where he
and David visited the many places where he lived as a child, he wrote his
memoirs for his children and siblings. 

 Ken retired from public education in 1993. After his retirement, Ken was called
back into service for such special projects as filling in for principals, chairing
hiring committees, and serving as the Moses Lake School District’s Hearing



Officer. Also, after moving to Wenatchee in 2000, Ken was hired to teach
three semesters at Heritage University. 

 Ken leaves behind his loving wife, Hazel, their children, David (Joan) Yancey,
Kathryn (Gary) Carpenter and Doug (Theresa) Yancey, eight grand children, fs
great grandchildren and many relatives and friends. He is also survived by two
brothers, Jim (Earlene)Yancey of Malaga, WA, Ed Yancey of Longview, WA
and a sister, Murriel Franks, of Ephrata, WA. He was preceded in death by his
parents, sister, Joyce Yancey, brothers Doyle and Charles Yancey. Ken was a
member of the Eastmont Baptist Church. 

 Funeral Service will be held at 11:00 A.M Monday, February 29, 2016 at Jones
& Jones ~ Betts Memorial Chapel. Friends and family may visit from 9:00 to
11:00 A.M. Interment will follow at Wenatchee City Cemetery Please express
your thoughts and memories on the online guest book at jonesjonesbetts.com.
Arrangements are by Jones & Jones – Betts Funeral Home. Funeral
arrangements are made by Jones & Jones-Betts.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 29. 9:00 AM - 10:00 PM (PT)

Jones & Jones ~ Betts Funeral Home
302 9thStreet
Wenatchee, WA 98801
(509) 662-1561
dante@jonesjonesbetts.com

Service

FEB 29. 11:00 AM (PT)

Jones & Jones ~ Betts Funeral Home
302 9thStreet
Wenatchee, WA 98801
(509) 662-1561
dante@jonesjonesbetts.com
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mailto:dante@jonesjonesbetts.com


Tribute Wall
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Cindy - March 07, 2016 at 06:48 PM

Ken and his wife were great friends to my parents. When my Dad
was fighting cancer, they took the time to come and visit him. They
always enjoyed them stopping by, and I know it lifted Dad's spirits.
After Dad passed, they continued to visit my Mom, even when she
went into various special care living facilities, they tracked her down.
It really meant a lot to my parents, and to us too. Our prayers are
with the family. 

  
Cindy, daughter of Cleo and Merlene Williams

Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - February 29, 2016 at 12:25 PM

5 files added to the album LifeTributes



SB

JO

Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - February 26, 2016 at 06:52 PM

14 files added to the album LifeTributes

Sharon Belcher-Erwin - February 26, 2016 at 11:04 AM

Ken was my principal when I long term substituted as a bilingual
teacher. He helped and encouraged teachers which inspired us to
teach better. He was also a deacon at the Baptist church where I
attended and inspired others with his faith. Both Ken and Hazel
became good friends and offered their home as lodging wherever I
could get back to the West for a visit. His life has and will continue
to inspire people to learn for our entire earthly life. 

  
Love and Prayers and Music, 

 Sharon Belcher-Erwin

Jodie - February 25, 2016 at 08:03 PM

Our thoughts and prayers our with you in your time of loss. 
 God Bless, 

 Jerry and Margaret Bartram
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SONIA HARPER - February 25, 2016 at 09:28 AM

I remember him at my church and my MOM
Wilma worked with him; he was Tall and Thin,
and very nice with a really sweet wife. I went
to with his daughter Kathy ; I pray for the
family peace and comfort , May the Lord be
with the family from Sonia Johnson Harper

Leyon Hames - February 24, 2016 at 10:06 PM

Hazel, Ed, Murel and Jim, I am very sorry for your loss. It is a loss
for us as well, You have my most sincere sorrow for you all. In
Loving memory, Leyon And Jean Hames

Anita Williams - February 24, 2016 at 06:25 PM

Hazel, David, Kathryn, Doug & families. So sorry to hear about our
Ken leaving us for Heaven. Loved him so much. Happy to be
related. He will be missed, although it has been a while since I have
seen all of you. Sending my love and God bless you all. 

 Love, Anita & Clarence


