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July 25, 1931 - May 21, 2014

Lt. Col. James Edward Shrader, U.S. Army, Retired 
 July 25, 1931 ~ May 21, 2014 

 

James Edward Shrader was born July 25, 1931, to Kathleen (Olive) Shrader
and Lyman E. Shrader in Helena, AR. The family later moved to Paragould,
AR, where James “Jim” attended school through the 12th grade. He played
football in high school and his Junior year they won state champs. He was All
Star Guard. He graduated in June 1949, with a football scholarship to
University of Arkansas. In 1951, he joined the Army and after basic training,
went on to OCS and after becoming second Lieutenant, he went to Jump
School and became a Paratrooper at Fort Benning, GA; then on to Fort Hood,
TX to serve with the 701st Armored Infantry Battalion 7th Cavalry. While home
on leave, he met and married Clara Campbell. They lived in Killean, TX for
four and a half months, then Jim received orders to attend atomic bomb
testing in Nevada in May 1952. After Nevada, he received orders for Japan to
train tank company for Korea. After Japan’s occupation ended August 1953,
Clara was able to join him in Misawa, Japan, then to Hokkaido for eight
months. The tank company moved to Honshu, where their daughter, Karen
Marie was born. When she was six months old, they were able to travel back
to the United States, back to Fort Hood and then the 701st Battalion moved to
Ft. Polk of Leesville, LA. After six months there, they then had orders to Ft.
Knox for eight months. Then to flight school at Ft. Rucker in Alabama and



helicopter school at Fort Walters,TX; then San Marcus, TX to train at the Air
Force Flight Center. Back to Ft. Knox for 12 months as a pilot for Armor Board
Training Center. After that, they moved to Fort Irwin, CA to be Air Field
Commander until orders sent him to Fort Leavenworth, KS to Command and
General Staff College. Then to Germany in 1960, where he served with the
10th Special Forces and was Air Field Commander, where their second child,
Heidi Lynn, was born August 21, 1962. Then was stationed at Fort Monroe in
Virginia with Continental Army Headquarters. Then back to Fort Walters as
Officer in Charge of Helicopter training center for pilots for Vietnam. In 1964,
he received orders to Vietnam after six months in Fort Benning organizing
units for Vietnam. They left for a year of duty in helicopter unit. He served the
last six months on General Westmoreland’s Staff in Saigon. With orders back
to Fort Walters, Jim was sent to Fort Lewis, WA as Air Field Commander as
Lieutenant Colonel. He retired in September 1970, and moved to Wenatchee,
WA, where Jim was part owner and president of Lucky Badger Orchards, Inc.
for the last 40 years. Jim and Clara celebrated their 62nd Wedding
Anniversary on January 23, 2014. 

 

James is survived by his loving wife of 62 years, Clara B. (Campbell) Shrader;
daughters and sons-in-law, Karen and Bud Ohrazda of Orondo, WA and Heidi
and Luis DePaz of Cashmere,WA; grandchildren, Amber Palmer, Tina Frickey,
Jennifer Blair, Luis DePaz Jr., Marcos DePaz and Alicia DePaz; great-
grandchildren, Cameron, Caleb, Makenna, Meagan, Jayden and Taylor; and
very special and loving family friend, Carla Ohrazda. 

 

Viewing will be on Wednesday, May 28, 2014, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Jones
& Jones~Betts Funeral Home in Wenatchee. Celebration of Life Service will
be held at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, May 29, 2014, also at the funeral home. Final
resting place will be Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. Please
express your thoughts and memories on the online guestbook at
jonesjonesbetts.com. Arrangements by Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home,



Wenatchee.



Tribute Wall
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Jones & Jones~Betts Funeral Home - May 28, 2014 at 05:51 PM

Jones & Jones - Betts Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Lt. Col. James Edward Shrader

anthony frickey - May 31, 2014 at 06:23 PM

An army man, myself. A marine corps bred devil dog. No matter the
branch. That's my great grandpa, and brother in arms. I'm gonna
miss him more than I can express.

Tina
Ohrazda
Frickey

Tina Ohrazda- Frickey - October 24, 2018 at 01:15 AM

So proud of both my Grandfather and Son. I am blessed beyond belief
to have such amazing men in my life and now as Angels to forever
guide my path. God Bless! 
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David Tesdal - May 28, 2014 at 12:31 PM

Its told that leaders are not born, they are made. I challenge this
statement having known Jim as both a friend and Retired Lt. Col.
Had you known Jim you would have known the Army. No greater
testament could a man have. He was born to lead. He was as
tenacious in his military career as he was commitment driven to his
family life. 

 Sixty two years of marriage is a rarity indeed and he will be missed
by all. 

  
Master Sergeant Retired, USAF 

 David E. & Sandra K. Tesdal 
 John & Deanna Leonard and their daughter Audrey Leonard

Richard (Dick) Bladl - May 23, 2014 at 10:46 PM

My condolences to the Shrader family. I enjoyed many chats with
Jim over the years, with he and I with stories of Fort Hood, Vietnam
and aviation it was always interesting and enjoyable. Rest in peace
Jim and lead us from above. 
 
Dick Bladl



PC

Perrin Cornell - May 23, 2014 at 07:06 PM

I met Jim shortly after I returned from being stationed over seas
about 1971. My dad, who was his friend and business associate,
always spoke highly of Jim. If you knew my father that is about as
good of a compliment as I can give to Jim... in turn Jim was always
a friend and respectful to my dad even as my dad began to fail. 
 
My wife and I knew Jim and his wife both here in Wenatchee and
briefly when we were all in Seattle around 1974-1977. Through the
years we have stayed in contact but I am sorry to say the last
couple years business and lives took us in different directions. 

  
I remember him as a large man that commanded respect just by
being in a room. He had a parade ground voice and a quick mind.
Both Dianne and I wish to express our sincerest feelings to Clara
and the family. And to Jim, God Bless and God speed! 

 Perrin and Dianne Cornell 
 East Wenatchee


