
Pete Liske
May 24, 1941 - February 12, 2022

Peter A. Liske, beloved husband, father, grandfather and brother, passed
away on February 12, 2022, in Wenatchee, WA, due to Alzheimer's disease.
He was 80 years old. 

 

Pete was born on May 24, 1941, in Plainfield, NJ. Early on his life centered
around a variety of sports, and he was an accomplished athlete at Plainfield
High School, later earning himself a Hall of Fame induction. Pete then went on
to play football and baseball at Penn State University, where he successfully
quarterbacked winning seasons. He also helped the baseball team advance to
the College World Series in 1963. 

 

He was drafted by the New York Jets and by the Philadelphia Eagles in 1964,
choosing the New York Jets but later finishing his NFL career with the Eagles.
Pete characterized his time in Philadelphia as a time he realized a dream.
“Being a local guy, a New Jersey guy, it meant a lot to me,” Pete recalled. 

 

For the next 11 years he played professional football for a variety of teams,
including the Jets, Eagles, Denver Broncos, Buffalo Bills and Calgary
Stampeders. In 1967 Pete earned the Most Outstanding Player award for the
Canadian Football League. Pete held the passing record of 40 touchdowns in
Canada for 26 years, finally broken by Doug Flutie. He was the first
quarterback to have back-to-back seasons with 4,000 yards. Pete was



inducted into the Stampeders’ Wall of Fame in 2002. 
 

After retiring from playing football, Pete initially worked as the General
Manager for Belting Industries from 1976 – 1984 but stayed involved in
football by working as an official for collegiate games from 1977-1983 and in
the NFL from 1983-1989. 

 

Pete began working in 1985 as a college athletics administrator in many
capacities across the country. At the University of Washington, he served as
Athletic Funding Director from 1985-1992, where his background and
leadership skills contributed to his success. Pete easily established trusted
relationships with colleagues and donors alike. He then accepted a position as
the Athletic Director at the University of Idaho, where he worked until 1996.
Pete then served as the Athletic Director at the University of Toledo until 2000.

Pete completed his career as the Director of Major Gifts at Penn State
University from 2001-2005. As the director of major gifts for athletics, Pete
was instrumental in getting the funding to build a baseball stadium on campus,
a stadium that not only houses the Nittany Lions but also a minor league
team. “I played there (at Penn State), but they never had a stadium,” Pete
remembered. “The university wasn’t sure at first that the whole minor-league
thing would work, but we talked with the Altoona Curve, and we thought we
could make it work. It ended up being great for everyone.” 

 

Pete held a deep belief that sportsmanship, camaraderie, and the life lessons
taught in competitive sports would prove valuable to players throughout their
lives. He had faith in the ability of college-age players to win, no matter what
level they played. Pete supported mid-level players having the opportunity for
“the big game”, which were also lucrative paying games and sought to create
those opportunities. He was a genuinely passionate fan and promoter of any
and all sports for both men and women. 



Pete’s years in athletics were tremendously rewarding to him. Pete’s ready
smile and easy demeanor made him many friends throughout the collegiate
athlete community. Even in later years Pete faithfully signed football cards
fans continued to send to him until his disease progressed, although he was
known for being very modest and quiet about his pro career. 

 

After Pete’s final retirement in 2005, he enjoyed golf, high school officiating,
doing puzzles, and spending time with his wife, Debbie. 

 

He is survived by his wife, Deb, his daughter-in-law Julie, his daughter Kim
Halingstad (Eric), and five grandchildren (Ethan, Sawyer, Kara, Max, and
Brielle), and his sister, Barbara Tantillo (Ben). He was preceded in death by
his son Tucker and sister Nancy Soulen. Pete is greatly missed. 

 

Per Pete’s request, no service is scheduled at this time. Arrangements are by
Jones Jones & Betts Funeral Home.
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Pat M Gallardo - June 13 at 10:49 PM

Grew up couple houses down from Mr Liske and his family in
Arvada Colorado. Great memories when me and my brothers would
catch him to play catch with him. I remember Tucker his son and
sister in the neighborhood. Mr Liske would have Bronco friends visit
him and we were able to meet some of the players. Fran Lynch was
one of them. After we grew up and Mr Liske moved away I would
run into him in the mall or somewhere in town and he was always
friendly and remembered me. My condolences I just saw Mr Liske
passed away few years back but fond memories of him growing up.

Vincent jiovino - January 19, 2025 at 04:35 PM

I went to high school with Pete his father was my math teacher one
day Pete’s father reprimanded him for slumping. He told Pete to
carry himself like vince does, sorry that Pete’s past. I’m too stubborn
to die. I’m 87 still going strong. He was a good man so was his
father best to them Vince jiovino

Harry Douglas - December 16, 2024 at 05:58 PM

Pete Liske was my absolute hero when I was a kid, when he played
for the Stamps. I just learned today that he passed away, I am truly
devastated, he meant so much to me. #14...you're not a QB unless
you are no. 14. 

 Sincerely, 
Harry Douglas
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Deb Liske - February 11, 2025 at 08:21 PM

Thank you for your kind note. He was special! I miss him every day!
Deb Liske

Dave Felak - January 09, 2023 at 01:28 PM

I had the pleasure of playing baseball with Pete at Penn State and
going to the College World Series in Omaha. Even though Pete was
the QB of the football team he always had time to talk and be a
down to earth type of fellow. He was a team player and just a nice
guy to be around. I had a lot of respect for him. My sincere
condolences to his family. 

 Dave Felak

WB

Walt Bloom - October 25, 2023 at 12:14 PM

I too was a member of the 1963 PSU team that participated in the
College World series. 

 Later I met Pete at a fund raiser as mentioned in Pete's obituary. 
 Pete was an awesome gentleman and athlete and was a standout at

PSU in both football and baseball when it was not atypical for the
footballers to play two sports. 

 As Dave stated Pete was greatly respected by all who knew him. Just a
great great all around guy. 

 Walt Bloom
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Jim Finney Jr - November 28, 2022 at 04:07 PM

Mr Liske was a friend of my dad's when he played in Calgary. He
would come up to the house after games, often for Chinese food
and I would want to play with him. My parents spoke so fondly of
him. I met him again by chance in 2012 at a Stamps Alumni golf
tournament in Calgary and got to chat with him for 15 minutes. It
was amazing. Such fine gentleman. Condolences to his family,
including Tucker whom I played with n the sidelines at McMahon
during practice a few times. RIP Mr Liske. 

  
Jim Finney Jr - Toronto, Ontario (By way of Calgary)

Stan Riveles - June 12, 2022 at 09:39 PM

Pete and I were teammates on the 1958 undefeated untied
Plainfield HS football team, also NJ State champs. I continued on to
play college ball and experienced a number of excellent QBs. But
he was certainly the best QB I ever played with, as his subsequent
career demonstrated. I always admired his character, as well as his
accomplishments. He was generous and open and tolerant to all.
Our contacts over the years were few, but what we experienced
together long ago on the field of play remained a bond. 

  
My condolences to Pete's wife and family. 

  
Stan Riveles 

 Taos, NM

Bob Krienke - May 11, 2022 at 10:13 AM

My sincere condolences to Barbie and the family. I loved seeing
Pete's smile whenever he came to town!
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joe nolan - May 10, 2022 at 11:17 PM

I was a classmate of Pete’s in Plainfield high school. He was very
humble and a role model. I have said for years that his dad, Vic
Liske was very inspirational in my life. Great family. Memories for
life. Rest In Peace Pete


